)
dr
./_\; Journal of

2R3 Jranian Islamic Period History Autumn 2025 | Vol 16 | Issue 44 1

The jangal Newspaper as a Reflection of Collective Identities

Iraj Abdollahzadeh?| Reza Alizadeh?| Seyyed Mojtaba Mirmiran®

1. Master's degree, Iranology, University of Guilan, Iran
2. Assistant Professor, Institute of Iranology, University of Guilan, Iran

3. Assistant Professor, Department of Iranology, University of Guilan, Iran

" Corresponding Author Email: rezaalizadeh@guilan.ac.ir

Extended Abstract

Identity is defined as a set of characteristics, beliefs, values, and experiences that
distinguish an individual or group from others. As such, every movement within a
society emphasizes its own identity and cognitive elements to differentiate itself from
others. Social movements are recognized as collective efforts to bring about social,
political, cultural, or economic changes in society. The relationship between identity
and social movements is a key topic in sociological studies. One of the significant and
relatively long-lasting movements in Iran's history occurred in the Guilan region. The
events of the Jungle Movement (Jangal Movement), which lasted seven years and was
led by Mirza Kuchak Khan Jangali, remain subjects of extensive debate and
controversy. This article attempts to analyze the types of identity presented in the
Jangal newspaper, which was published during the movement's period and serves as a
primary text. The Jangal newspaper is one of the best sources for understanding the
nature of this identity. Articles written by the leaders and members of the Jungle
Movement in the newspaper provide insight into the movement's ideologies, national
and religious beliefs, temperaments, and culture. Furthermore, by studying and
analyzing the Jangal newspaper, the motivations behind people’s participation in the
Jungle Movement become clearer.

In this article, identity is examined in three dimensions: national, ethnic, and
religious. According to Smith, national identity is the sustained reproduction and
reinterpretation of the values, symbols, memories, myths, and traditions that constitute
the distinguishing elements of a nation. The elements of national identity include a
common territory, race, shared nationality, common cultural heritage, political system
and government, common language, and arts and literature. Regarding national identity,
Fukuyama states that a country remains alive and independent as long as it possesses an
independent "national character.” National identity is the most important part of this
national character, rooted in the geography, history, ethnicities, culture, and past
customs of a nation. National and ethnic identities are shaped in the struggle of our
perception of others. Religious identity, on the other hand, refers to the sense of group
membership in a particular religion, encompassing membership, acceptance,
confirmation, and commitment to the group and its practices.
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The statistical population of this research consists of all texts produced in the 38
issues of the Jangal newspaper. The unit of analysis in this article is the paragraph, and
all identity-related concepts, instances, and characteristics mentioned in these
newspapers were identified. Through initial or open coding, sentences and phrases
aligned with the research objectives were identified. Subsequently, using axial coding,
repetitive codes were removed, and similar codes were merged. Finally, by classifying
the selected concepts and performing initial and selective coding, the main category in
each target area was chosen and considered. The categories of the three identities,
national, religious, and ethnic, were then extracted using reverse questionnaire methods.

The research findings indicate that national identity, with a frequency of 88.8%,
received the most attention in the Jangal newspaper. Components such as an emphasis
on territory and homeland, the Iranian nation, government, and Iran's glorious past held
the largest share within this identity. Religious identity, with a frequency of 10%,
ranked second, with emphasis predominantly placed on religious beliefs and practices.
Ethnic identity, with a frequency of only 1.2%, received the least attention and was
primarily expressed through local Gilaki poems and an emphasis on the land of Guilan
as part of Iran.

The findings show that the primary goal of the Jungle Movement was to preserve the
national identity of Iranians and Iran's independence, with religious identity serving as a
complement to national identity, utilized for national objectives. Ethnic identity
received minimal attention and was mainly expressed through local Gilaki poems and
the emphasis on Guilan as part of Iran. These findings suggest that the Jungle
Movement had a patriotic and national nature, and the mobilization of forces was
carried out with this approach.

The examination of the Jangal newspaper revealed that national identity is closely
linked with religious identity. However, the strong emphasis by the authors of the
articles and the movement’s militants on the national identity of Iranians demonstrates
that the movement was fundamentally patriotic and national, with mobilization
conducted based on this perspective. Even the movement's leaders displayed a particular
zeal for Iran's national identity. In the religious identities presented in the Jangal
newspaper, religious identity, infused with a spirit of sacrifice, selflessness, and
martyrdom-seeking, was directed towards the goals of national identity to save Iran
from internal traitors and foreign occupiers, particularly Russia and Britain. The Gilaki
poems published in the Jangal newspaper also suggest that references to national
identity aimed to incite the people of Guilan toward patriotism, hostility against internal
traitors, and the expulsion of foreign occupiers, namely the invading forces of Russia
and Britain. This research demonstrates that the Jungle Movement strongly emphasized
national identity, with religious and ethnic identities serving this primary goal. These
findings align with theories of collective and national identity and show that social
movements can use identity as a tool for mobilizing forces and creating social change.

Keywords: Social Movements, The Jangal Newspaper, Content Analysis, Collective
Identity.



)
dr
./_\; Journal of

Summer 2025 | Vol 16 | Issue. 43 3

R Iranian Islamic Period History
References
Books

Atabay Bidgoli , S. (2021). The Jangali Movement and How Its Themes Persist
in Protests Under the Islamic Republic, 44 HASTINGS INT'L & COMP. L. Rev.
91.
https://repository.uclawsf.edu/hastings_international_comparative_law_review/v
ol44/iss1/6/

Azadar-Maki, T. (2011). lranian culture and identity and globalization
(Farhang va Hoviyat-e Irani va Jahani-sodan). Tehran: Iranian Civilization. [In
Persian]

Baghdar Delgosha, A. (2021). Thematic analysis of editorials published in the
Jangal newspaper, in the collected essays on the Jungle Movement with
reference to the biography of Mirza Hossein Khan Kasmaei (Taxlil-e Mozo 'i-ye
Sarmagale-ha-ye mondarej dar Ruzname-ye Jangal). Rasht: Sepidrud. [In
Persian]

Bahar, M. (1992). Political parties of Iran, Vol. 1 (Ahzab-e Siyasi-ye Iran).
Tehran: Amirkabir. [In Persian]

Dansterville, L. (1982). Memoirs of Major General Dansterville, suppressor of
the Jungle Movement (Katerat-e Zeneral Mazor Dansterville, Sarkubgar-e
Jangal, trans. H. Ansari). Tehran: Farzan Book. [In Persian]

Erikson, E. H. (1994). Identity and the life cycle. New York: Norton &
Company Inc.

Fakhrai, E. (1989). The Jungle commander (Sardar-e Jangal). Tehran: Javidan.
[In Persian]

Farrokh, M. (1969). Political memoirs of Farokh (Mo tasem al-Salfane):
covering fifty years of contemporary history (Katerat-e Siyasi-ye Farrok
[Mo tasem al-Salrane]: Samel-e Tarik-e Panjah Sale-ye Mo aser). Tehran:
Javidan. [In Persian]

Fukuyama, F. (2019). Identity: Contemporary politics of identity and the
struggle for recognition (Hoviyat: Siasat-e Hoviyat-e Konuni va Mobareze
bardye be Rasmiyat Senakt-e Sodan, trans. R. Ghahramanpour). Tehran:
Rozaneh. [In Persian]

Gilak, M. A. (1992). History of the Jungle revolution (Tarik-e Engelab-e
Jangal). Rasht: Gilkan. [In Persian]

Hedayat, M. Q. (Mokhber al-Saltaneh) (1996). Memoirs and hazards: A portion
of history of six kings and part of my life (Katerat va Katarat: Tuse’i az Tarik-e
6 Padesah va Guse-i az Dore-ye Zendegi-ye Man, Vol. 5). Tehran: Zavar. [In
Persian]

Kamarai, S. M. (2005). Diary of S. M. Kamarai, Vol. 1 (Ruzname-ye Katerat-e
S. M. Kamarai, jeld 1, edited by M. J. Moradi Nia). Tehran: Asatir. [In Persian]
Kasmaei, A. (2003). Notes of Ahmad Kasmaei from the Jungle Movement (Yad-
dast-ha-ye Ahmad Kasmaei az Nehzat-e Jangal, collected and edited by M. H.
Hedayati Khushkalam). Rasht: Katibeh Gil. [In Persian]



1
./_L Journal of

B s

Iranian Islamic Period History Sl FarZ Aol e s 4

Kassravi, A. (2005). Eighteen years history of Azerbaijan (Tarik-e 18 Sale-ye
Azarbayjan). Tehran: Amirkabir. [In Persian]

Mehrdad, J. (2003). An introduction to the reassessment of the Jungle Movement
(Madkali bar Bdzsendsi-ye Nehzat-e Jangal). Tehran: Islamic Thought
Foundation, Center for Reassessing the Jungle Movement. [In Persian]

Mirza Saleh, G. H. (1990). Mirza Kuchak Khan’s movement according to British
embassy reports (Nehzat-e Mirza Kucak Kan Banabar-e Gozares-ha-ye Sefarat-
e Engelestan). Tehran: Iran History. [In Persian]

Mirzanjad Mohahed, H. (2017). Jangal newspaper (Ruzname-ye Jangal). Rasht:
Ilya. [In Persian]

Navasseri, A. R. (2020). National identity in contemporary Iranian discourse
(Hoviyat-e Melli dar Goftar-ha-ye Mo aser-e Iran). Tehran: Gam No. [In
Persian]

Nozad, F. (2000). History of Gilan newspapers and magazines (from the
beginning to the Islamic Revolution) (Tarik-e Jarayed va Majallat-e Gilan [az
Agaz ta Engelab-e Eslami]). Rasht: Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance
Printing & Publishing Organization. [In Persian]

Panahi, A. (2016). Descriptive bibliography of the Gilan Movement (Ma 'kaz-
Senasi-ye Tahlili-ye Jonbes-e Gilan). Rasht: University of Gilan. [In Persian]
Rajai, F. (2006). The problem of Iranian identity today: Its role in the era of one
civilization and multiple cultures (Moskele hoviyat-e Iraniyan-e Emruz: Ifa-ye
Nags dar Asr-e yek Tamaddon va Cand Farhang). Tehran: Nashr-e Ni. [In
Persian]

Seol, K. O. (2010) Religious identity as mediator between religious socialization
from parents, Peers and mentors and psychological wellbeing and adjustment
among Korean American adolscents of the University of Minesota. Ph.D.
Thesis. https://conservancy.umn.edu/items/c2c3f6ed-e0eb-4182-8e18-
ab23fb434e92

Shakeri, K. (2005). Jungle Movement and the Socialist Soviet Republic of Iran
(1920-1921) (Nehzat-e Jangal va Jomhuri-ye Soravi-ye Sosialist-e Iran [1299—
1300]). Tehran: Akhteran. [In Persian]

Shokouhi Rad, M. (2016). Political and social content analysis of Jangal
newspaper, in the collected essays on the Jungle Movement with reference to the
biography of Mirza Hossein Khan Kasmaei (Barrasi-ye Mohtava-ye Siyasi va
Ejtema’i-ye Ruzname Jangal, dar Majmu’e Magalat-e Nehzat-e Jangal ba
Ruykard be Zendegi-name-ye Mirza Hoseyn Kan Kasmai). Rasht: Sepidrud. [In
Persian]

Smith, A. D. (2004). Nationalism: Theory, ideology, history (Nasiyunalism:
Nazariye, lde olozi, Tarik). Tehran: Iranian Civilization. [In Persian]

Sykes, P. (2001). History of Iran (Tarik-e Iran, trans. S. M. T. Fakhreda’i
Gilan). Tehran: Negah. [In Persian]

Articles

Ashraf, A (1993). Iranian Identity, Dialogue, No. 3, 7-26. [In Persian]



)
dr
./_\; Journal of

B s

Iranian Islamic Period History Sl FarZ Aol e s >

Foroozani, S. A. and hakimipour, A. (2019). Geographical identity evolution
from Iranshahr-centered to Mecca-centered in geographic texts of the 3rd-5th
centuries AH. Journal of Iranian Islamic Period History, 10(18), 109-126. doi:
10.22034/iiph.2019.8901 [In Persian]

Kenarroudi,G. (2022). "Jangal" newspaper and press law, an analysis of the
content and themes of "Jangal" newspaper from1294 until 1300. News Science
Quarterly (NS), 11(3), 57-82. [In Persian]

Mutevali,A. (2012). Basic Approaches and Attitudes of the Jangal, the Organ of
Jungle Movement. Historical Studies, 2(2), 95-115. [In Persian]

Panahi, A. (2021). The Impact of Iran's Political Crisis Contemporary with the
World War | on the Failure of the Bravine's Mission in Tehran. Journal of
Iranian Islamic Period History, 12(26), 21-44. doi: 10.22034/jiiph.2021.12965
[In Persian]

Panahi,A. (2022). Analysis and Criticism of Nationalism and Separatism
Approaches in the Jungle Movement. National Studies Journal, 23(91), 151-
169. doi: 10.22034/rjnsq.2022.329309.1365 [In Persian]



