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Extended abstract
Introduction

The Balochistan and Makran coasts of Iran have significant economic and
commercial potential due to their geopolitical location, which includes access to ports in
East and West Asian countries, proximity to energy resources in the Persian Gulf, and a
strategic position linking them to Central Asian countries. The most notable aspect is
that the Makran coasts are considered Iran's gateway to the world's open waters.
Balochistan's proximity to India as a British colony, along with its interventionist
presence, further increased the importance of both Balochistan and Makran, making the
region politically influential in Iran’s territorial developments.

When examining the Balochistan and Makran regions from a political, economic,
and social perspective during the Qajar era, it is clear that they faced numerous
challenges, such as the presence of foreign powers, rebellions, poverty, unemployment,
smuggling, and emigration. Despite its many geopolitical advantages—such as its
transit location, sea-based economy, regional and global trade links, and proximity to
open waters and worldwide oil and gas resources—the Makran coast has not
experienced suitable conditions for economic development. The region's vast potential
has not been fully utilized for the economic progress and prosperity of both the area and
the country as a whole. Over the years, successive Iranian governments have neglected
to leverage the unique advantages of this region to improve the lives of the people in
Balochistan and along the Persian Gulf.

The local and regional economy of the Makran coast has long depended on fishing,
boat building, handicrafts, and other service industries. Given these circumstances,
several questions arise: What factors have contributed to the region's underdevelopment
despite its strategic and geopolitical significance? Were the failures solely the result of
government neglect, including the inability of the Qajar governments to allocate
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necessary resources and budgets, or did the policies and actions of foreign countries also
play a role? Additionally, did the region's natural, climatic, and geographical
environment contribute to its lack of economic and industrial progress?

Objective

To investigate the causes of the lack of economic development and backwardness of
Baluchistan and the Makran coasts during the Qajar era, the research question is: What
factors contributed to the underdevelopment of this region in the Qajar era?

Methodology

This study uses a descriptive-explanatory approach, drawing on library resources and
publications to examine the economic and commercial issues of Balochistan and the
Makran coasts. The research analyzes the effects of the ineffective policies of the Qajar
government, as well as other factors influencing the region’s lack of development.

Findings

Underdevelopment from a domestic perspective was influenced by the government's
inefficient economic policies and performance, geographical distance from the center, a
power vacuum, insecurity, and the government's indifference to the region.
Additionally, political interference in Iran's internal affairs and the colonial influence of
the British and Russian governments, aimed at protecting their regional interests,
contributed to the situation. These factors increased the vulnerability of the Iranian
economy through the conclusion of political, customs, and legal agreements with Iran.

Conclusion

In a brief and general assessment, it can be concluded that the economic situation in
Iran during the Qajar era, like its political situation, reflected a profound sense of
helplessness. Over time, the effects of this helplessness and confusion were felt across
all sectors of the political economy. Therefore, one of the fundamental causes of Iran's
economic backwardness was the political tyranny and lawlessness of the powerful in
Qajar society.

At the next stage, Iran's economic challenges in the 19th century were closely linked
to the inefficient economic policies and performance of the Qajar government, as well
as the influence of the global economy and colonial policies, which in various ways
became serious obstacles to the economic development of both the public and private
sectors of Iran.

This article attempts to analyze the unfavorable economic conditions and the
hardships faced by the people of the Balochistan region and the Makran coast,
proposing two categories of internal and external factors as reasons for
underdevelopment. From an internal perspective, factors such as the weakness of the
state's economic foundation, the power vacuum and insecurity caused by the lack of a
continuous military presence in the region and along the border, as well as the power
struggles and rebellions of the Baloch chieftains, were highlighted. Additionally, the
oppression and exploitation by government officials in collecting various unofficial
taxes, along with corruption, led to a widespread distrust of the government.
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From an external perspective, political interference in Iran's internal affairs and the
colonial influence of the British and Russian governments, aimed at protecting their
regional interests, worsened the situation. These interventions increased the helplessness
of the Iranian economy through the conclusion of political, customs, and legal
agreements. The export of raw materials abroad and the excessive importation of cheap
goods were outcomes of the integration of underdeveloped countries into the global
economic system in the 19th century.

As a result, the government largely ignored this region's important role in the
developments of the Qajar era, leaving the people to face numerous challenges and
disorders such as insecurity, poverty, unemployment, and intertribal conflicts. Similarly,
the competition between colonial powers negatively impacted Iran's economy and the
region's well-being.
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