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Abstract 

During the colonial era, British merchants ventured into the eastern lands with the 

primary goal of trade, eventually leading to the colonization of India. The immense 

economic benefits derived from India's colonization prompted the British government to 

strongly support the East India Company, including deploying the Royal Navy to assist 

in achieving its objectives. While Britain's initial motive for entering the East was trade, 

the region’s lucrative markets for British manufactured goods and its valuable raw 

materials drove Britain to seek control over trade and secure its hold on India, which 

was highly profitable for the empire. One of the first areas that attracted British traders' 

attention after their arrival in the East was the Persian Gulf. The lands surrounding this 

waterway served as a lucrative market for British products while also supplying them 

with valuable and highly profitable goods. Consequently, British businessmen 

continuously sought to maintain and strengthen their presence in the Persian Gulf. Their 

primary objectives included reducing competition in the region, controlling trade, and 

exerting influence over the inhabitants of the surrounding lands. During the first half of 

the 19th century, the most important commodity in the Persian Gulf was pearls. The 

abundance of valuable pearl resources in this waterway strongly attracted British 

interest, as the pearl trade was highly profitable for British merchants. This article, using 

a historical-analytical approach and based on available historical evidence, seeks to 

answer the following question: What impact did the pearl trade have on the expansion 

of British influence in the Persian Gulf and the British government's efforts to establish 

stability in the region? To clarify this issue, it is essential to examine the reasons behind 

Britain's entry into the Persian Gulf and its role in the pearl trade. Consequently, efforts 

were made to ensure the area's security for the trade of this valuable commodity. 

Due to the significance of trade in the Persian Gulf, one of Britain's primary 

objectives in the region was to address violence and conflict. In this context, 

establishing and maintaining peace, as well as resolving disputes among various ethnic 

groups and tribes, became essential. Additionally, ongoing unrest made it difficult for 

Britain to monitor the Persian Gulf and its surrounding coasts. Therefore, a key aspect 

of Britain's strategy in the region was to combat piracy and suppress conflicts among 
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Arab tribes. In fact, one of the main reasons Britain sought to end hostilities in the 

Persian Gulf was its vested interest in pearl fishing and trade. The substantial profits 

generated by this industry made it highly desirable for any power seeking economic 

control. However, the persistent unrest and violence during the 18th and 19th centuries 

(12th and 13th centuries AH) significantly disrupted pearl fishing and trade. In this 

context, the British political residency in the Persian Gulf took the initiative to facilitate 

the pearl trade by brokering short-term and temporary ceasefire agreements between 

Arab sheikhs, applicable only during the pearl fishing season. The substantial profits 

from the pearl trade also motivated the Arabs to seek temporary truces during this 

period. 

The first such ceasefire agreement was signed on August 21, 1835 (26 Rabi al-Thani 

1251 AH) between Britain and the sheikhs of Sharjah, Dubai, Ajman, and Abu Dhabi, 

covering an eight-month period during the pearl fishing season. Over the following 

years, these temporary truces were repeatedly extended, particularly as British influence 

in the region grew. The increasing presence of the British Navy further solidified 

Britain’s control. Initially, the ceasefire lasted approximately eight months, then was 

extended to one year. By 1843 (1259 AH), the agreement was prolonged to ten years. 

Eventually, in 1853 (1269 AH), following efforts by the British political residency, the 

temporary truce was transformed into a permanent maritime peace. Although Britain 

initially believed that Arab hostilities and longstanding rivalries would hinder the 

establishment of lasting peace, the growing power of the British Navy and increasing 

British influence gradually led the Arab sheikhs to accept an end to armed conflicts. 

During the ceasefire periods, the British Indian Navy patrolled the waters of the Persian 

Gulf to enforce the agreements, ensuring compliance and swiftly responding to any 

violations. 

By signing these temporary ceasefire agreements, the Arab sheikhs gradually ceded 

authority and influence to Britain, effectively increasing British dominance in the 

region. From that point onward, acts of piracy, insecurity, or any defiance of British-

imposed order were met with military retaliation by the British naval fleet. Ultimately, 

among Britain's various strategic interests in the Persian Gulf, the pearl trade played a 

crucial role in achieving its primary objective: securing full control over the Persian 

Gulf. Through the pretext of establishing peace, Britain first gained dominance over 

regional trade and, later, permanent control of this vital waterway. 
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