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Abstract 

Travelogues are one of the well-known literary genres in the literature of nations. 

From their formal emergence in the Persian language with Naser Khosrow's travelogue 

(394-481 AH) until the Safavid period, they did not play a significant role in the realm 

of literary creation due to the lack of conditions for their emergence in pre-Safavid 

society. As a means of reflecting some of the thoughts and social currents of ancient 

Iranian society, they were largely ineffective. Before the Safavid era, what existed as 

independent travelogues—of which there are very few—and non-independent 

travelogues, mostly found in the form of anecdotes and biographies within literary 

works in both prose and poetry, were often report-like narratives that did not engage in 

critical reflection on what the authors saw and heard. A prominent example of this can 

be found in Naser Khosrow's travelogue. The Safavid period marked a rebirth of 

travelogue writing in Iran and introduced a new era characterized by critical 

perspectives in these works. However, the Qajar period holds special significance 

regarding the growth and prevalence of travelogue writing in Persian. On one hand, it 

played a crucial role in encouraging society to recognize the need for transformation 

and reduce the gap with Western societies. The inherent characteristics of this literary 

genre attracted readers' interest, leading to a much greater impact than other literary 

forms in persuading readers to accept the need for transformation and change in the 

intellectual and material foundations of Iranian society. Among these characteristics are 

the appeal derived from the narrative style of travelogues and the reader's imaginary 

journey alongside the author's firsthand experiences. During the Qajar era, the writings 

of Iranian travelers about their observations of foreign lands were important factors in 

shaping modernist thoughts and mindsets, reinforcing the understanding of the concept 

of "the other." In this period, various segments of Iranian society, from Qajar kings and 

political figures to students sent to Europe and even ordinary people, engaged in writing 

travelogues. By documenting their observations of advancements in the modern world, 

they laid the groundwork for modernism and a shift away from tradition in Iranian 

society. Despite the significant role these travelogues played in shaping transformation 

within Iranian society during the Qajar era, their function as historical documents has 

attracted attention from historians. However, in the realm of literary research, 
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travelogues—particularly those from the Qajar period—have not received the attention 

they deserve. 

Therefore, since every historical work is written in a language and style of 

expression that significantly affects the ultimate impact of the text—either enhancing or 

diminishing it—analyzing the travelogues of the Qajar era from this perspective is of 

great importance. Thus, it is both possible and necessary to examine the travelogues of 

the Qajar period as one of the many points of intersection between history and literature 

from various linguistic, literary, and social dimensions, and to reveal the results in terms 

of the ultimate goal of all travelogues and their success in achieving this aim. Although 

the role of language and expression in these travelogues is not limited solely to 

historical achievements, the transformations that these travelogues have brought about 

in other areas, including literature itself, are also very significant. Numerous travelogues 

were written during the Qajar era, which can be categorized into three groups based on 

the conditions and positions of their authors: The first group includes travelogues 

written by individuals sent by the government to European countries. These travelogue 

writers include political agents and ambassadors such as Mirza Abolhasan Khan Ilchi, 

Hossein Khan Ajudanbashi, Khosrow Mirza Azododoleh, Farrokh Khan Amin-ol-

Dowleh, and others, as well as those who went for educational purposes, such as Mirza 

Saleh Shirazi. The second group consists of the travelogues of Naser al-Din Shah and 

Mozaffar al-Din Shah, who were among the first to set foot in foreign lands and 

describe their observations. The third group includes travelogues written by individuals 

who traveled to those countries for tourism or trade, such as Hajj Sayyah, Hajj Pirzadeh, 

and Sahaf Bashi. 

Based on the aforementioned classification, Hajj Sayyah's travelogue falls into the 

category of ordinary individuals and tourists, detailing the eighteen-month journey of its 

author to various parts of the world, particularly 19th-century Europe. This study will 

attempt to examine Hajj Sayyah's travelogue as the most detailed and longest travelogue 

among those from the Qajar period, highlighting it as a prominent example in terms of 

language, literature, and social aspects. Accordingly, the analysis of the linguistic, 

literary, and social dimensions of Hajj Sayyah's travelogue has been the focus of this 

research, leading to the following findings: From a linguistic and literary perspective, 

the author of the travelogue adheres to a simple writing style, which can be considered 

the beginning phase during the Qajar era. The sentences are straightforward, 

comprehensible, short, and unembellished, with the author's primary aim being to 

convey his concepts and observations in simple language. To infuse freshness into his 

travel narrative and prevent his account from becoming monotonous and purely 

reportorial, he strives throughout the text to create and evoke sensory and imaginative 

spaces using his somewhat limited literary resources. These artistic expressions are 

primarily imitative, lacking significant innovation, and are largely influenced by the 

prose style of Saadi’s Golestan, to the extent that the author's affinity for Saadi is 

evident even in his inclusion of poetic examples. In our view, these linguistic and 

literary characteristics not only reflect some of the writing styles typical of travel 

literature in the Qajar era but also play a crucial role in attracting readers and aligning 

them with the author’s perspective, ultimately having a significant impact on the 
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audience. Regarding social issues, it should be noted that Hajj Sayyah's primary 

objective in writing about his travels to Europe was mainly to report on the social and 

cultural advancements of those societies and to articulate the extent and depth of Iran's 

societal gap with them. Among the social issues that garnered his attention most were 

freedom and just governance, women's rights, education and its quality, the level of 

attention to religion and the religious status of Western nations, as well as cultural and 

artistic matters such as the publication of newspapers and social relations. Given that 

Hajj Sayyah was himself a cleric with a predominant interest in cultural, religious, and 

educational issues, these matters are more prominently reflected in his travelogue. Of 

course, he also reports on other topics such as factories and industries, railroads, 

telegraphs, and prisons. Hajj Sayyah does not shy away from expressing astonishment at 

Western advancements; however, he is not a completely self-effacing individual 

enamored with everything Western. He consistently defends the religious and Islamic 

values of his homeland with conviction and remains committed to them. In response to 

any foreign aggression, he provides firm rebuttals and even critiques certain aspects of 

Western countries, such as the diminishing role of religion, lack of certain freedoms, 

and their moral conduct. At times, he serves as a voice for Eastern peoples against 

Western excesses and strongly criticizes Western expansionism and colonialism in 

several instances, although these critiques are expressed in a moderate, civilized manner 

rather than in a bigoted tone. 

Keywords: Travelogue, Haj sayyah, literary and social analysis, Qajar period. 

 

  



 

 Journal of  

Iranian Islamic Period History 
Autumn 2024 | Vol 15 | Issue. 40 4 

 

 

References 

Books 

 Āryīan poūr, Yahyīā (1993). (Az ṣaba Tā Nīmā, jelde avval) From Saba to Nima, 

Vol Awal, Tehran: Entesharat-e Zavvār. [in Persian] 

 Barāhanī¸ Rezā (1989). (Qeṣa nevīsī) Story Writing, Tehran: Našr-e Alborz. [in 

Persian] 

 Churchill, George P. (1990). (Farhang-e Rejāl-e Qājār) The Culture of Qajar 

Figures, translated and authored by Gholamhossein Mirza Saleh: Tehran: Entešārāt-

e Zarrīn. [in Persian] 

 Saīyah, Mohammad Ali Mahallati (1984). (Safarnama-ye Haǰ Saīyah be Farang) 

The Travelogue of Haj Sayyah to Europe, edited by Ali Dehbashi: Tehran: Našre 

Našer. [in Persian] 

 Saīyah, Mohammad Ali Mahallātī (1967). (ḵāṭerat-e Haǰ Saīyah Yā doure-ye ḵouf 

va Wahšat) Memoirs of Haj Sayyah or the Era of Fear and Horror, edited by Hamid 

Siyah, Tehran: Amīr Kabīr. [in Persian] 

 Kermānī, Nāẓem al-Islam (1997). (Tārīḵ-e bīdārī-ye Irānīān) The History of the 

Awakening of Iranians, edited by Ali Akbar Saiʿdi Sīrǰāni, Vol Awal. Tehran: 

Našre Paīykān. [in Persian] 

 -Mohammad ḵān, Mehr Nūr (2004). (Fekr-e Āzādī dar adabīyāt-e Mašrūṭīyt Iran) 

The Idea of Freedom in the Literature of Iranian Constitutionalism. Islām Ābād: 

Entešārāt-e Markaz-e Tahqīqāt-e Fārsī-e Irān va Pākestān. [in Persian] 

 -Mīlāni, ʿAbbas (2006). (Taǰaddod va taǰaddod setīzi dar Iran) Modernity and Anti-

Modernity in Iran. Tehran: Našre Aḵtarān. [in Persian] 

Articles 

 Ṯervat, Manṣoūr (2004). (Safarnāma-ye Hāǰ Saīyah be farang) The Travelogue of 

Haj Sayyah to Europe, Journal of the Association, (Nameye Anjoman) 4(3), 45-70. 

[in Persian] 

 Rahmānī, Jabbār (2004). (Roḵdad-e fahm dar Safarnāmeha) The Event of 

Understanding in Travelogues, Monthly Book of History and Geography (Ketabe 

mahe tarikh va goghrafiya), 8(88-89), 12-21.[in Persian] 

 Zāre’i, Mohammad Ibrāhīm, Va ṭahmāsabi Zadeh, Sara (2018). (Šamāīel Šenāsi 

taṣvīre zan dar doure-ye Qāǰār bā takīd bar safarnameha) Iconography of Women in 

the Qajar Period with Emphasis on Travelogues, Paintings, and Photographs from 

this Era, Journal of Women in Culture and Art (Nashriye zan dar farhang va honar), 

10(4), 577-594. [in Persian] 

 Salmāsi Zādeh, Mohammad (2016). (Olgūī-ye Žaponi-ye pīšraft dar Āṯār-e Tārīḵī-

ye pīš az mašrūṭa Irān) The Japanese Model of Progress in Historical Works of Pre-

Constitutional Iran, Quarterly Scientific Journal of Iranian History after Islam 



 

 Journal of  

Iranian Islamic Period History 
Autumn 2024 | Vol 15 | Issue. 40 5 

 

 

(Faslnameye elmiye tarikhnameye irane baad az eslam), 6(12), 169-193. [in 

Persian] 

 Ša’bāni, Rezā, Va Šāfe’i, Keīyvān (2011). (Barrasī-ye Neẓāmhā-ye hokūmatī-ye 

ḡarb az dīdgāhe safarnāma nevīsān-e a’ṣre Qāǰār) An Examination of Western 

Government Systems from the Perspective of Iranian Travel Writers of the Qajar 

Era, Scientific Research Quarterly of Moskouyeh, 5(15), 53-72. [in Persian] 

 Safarī, Soheīlā (2009). (Āršīv dar safarnāmahā-ye Irānī Dora-yh Qāǰār(Az Ebtedāī-e 

Qāǰār Tā Mašrūṭa0) Archives in Iranian Travelogues of the Qajar Period From the 

Beginning of the Qajar to the Constitutional Era, Quarterly Journal of Document 

Treasure(Faslnameye ganjineye asnad), 19(73), 7-14. [in Persian] 

 Abbāsi, Javād (1997). (Hāǰ Saiyah Mahallātī dore donīā Dar Heǰdah āl) Around the 

World in Eighteen Years, Danesh Road, Quarterly Journal of Cultural-Artistic 

Research(Rahe Danesh), 3(6), 171-180. [in Persian] 

 Faīyāżi, E’mād al-Din, va Āmohammadi Lārī, Možgān (2009). (Behdāšt-e ravānī va 

ǰesmāni-ye zan-e Qāǰār be Revāīat-e Safarnāma Nevīsān) Mental and Physical 

Health of Qajar Women as Narrated by Travel Writers, Našrīa-ye Moskūīah, 4(11), 

161-172. [in Persian] 

 Neqābi, ’Efat, Va Akbarī, Mahnāz (2020). (Tahlīl-e Eǰtemā’i-farhanghi Safarnāma-

ye Hāǰ sayīāh bar pāīa-ye Naẓarīa-ye Nešāna Šenāsi Eǰtemā’ī peīr Girū) A Socio-

Cultural Analysis of Haj Sayyah's Travelogue Based on Pierre Guiraud's Social 

Semiotics Theory, Biannual Journal of Persian Language and Literature 

(dofaslnameye zaban va adabiyate farsi), 28(88), 303-323. [in Persian] 

 


