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Abstract

The documents of the Pahlavi period should be considered the most important source of
historical research among the available documents from this period, and scientific
research in this field should be validated in the amount of use of this category of
sources. There is a lot of material about the importance of using documents in the
production of knowledge, but in short, it should be said that in contemporary studies,
any scientific research without the use of documents does not have enough credibility,
and it is necessary and necessary for every Pahlavi history researcher, which before
Compilation of any scientific work, first of all, a comprehensive study of the documents
of this period, on the subject under discussion, and to organize his research by relying
on these sources.

But the study of documents has a necessary introduction, and that is that before starting
the research, researchers should have a complete and accurate knowledge of document
centers, and be aware of the challenges and strategies of accessing their documents.
This article, which is placed in the framework of strategic studies and is organized
based on the strategic research method, seeks to identify the challenges of this field and
provide strategies corresponding to them. It is also necessary to explain that due to the
short life of archival centers in Iran, the use of documents in historical research has not
yet become a common practice, therefore, no special research has been done regarding
the challenges of accessing documents (especially Pahlavi documents). Literature in this
regard was not found in the searches.

Despite the existence of many challenges and difficulties, there have been no documents
from any period as much as this historical period, and more than what is currently
available in the archives, there are more documentary sources in the archives. There are
government departments, unassigned papers. Therefore, the number of documents of
this era is much more than what it seems at the moment, and of course, the number of
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these sources is increasing day by day, and more documents are available to researchers.
Therefore, before entering the real and virtual document forums, all researchers should
have sufficient knowledge of the challenges and strategies available in these centers in
providing archival services to clients. and also have a comprehensive understanding of
the documents available in different archives.

About 60% of the articles published in Iranian scientific journals are related to the
contemporary era, but it can be seen that only a little more than 20% of the articles have
used documentary sources. And nearly 80% of historical articles in Iran are published
without any document references. While this statistic is the opposite in the historical
magazines of the world. In this research, these cases were carefully evaluated and 10
famous Iranian journals in the field of historical studies were compared with 10
historical studies journals in Europe and America, and these statistics were obtained by
research.

The main reason why Iranians do not use documents in historical research is the
difficulties that researchers have in accessing contemporary historical documents. And,
of course, there are other things involved in this matter, but in this article only the
challenges of accessing Pahlavi period documents are mentioned.

The challenges of access and research in Pahlavi era documents can be summarized in
two parts as follows: A: Administrative and managerial (technical) challenges; B:
Political and ideological challenges; Regarding the challenges of the first category, the
following can be mentioned:

1- The absence of a reference expert (knowledgeable about the history and
documents of the Pahlavi era) in most of the archives and the inability to
properly guide the researchers and thus the documents and information related to
them are lost;

2- The lack of presence of experts familiar with Pahlavi documents and history in
the document evaluation process and the lack of transfer of important documents
from this period to document centers;

3- Inaccurate cataloging in most document centers to the extent that the list
provided in the document systems does not match the contents of the document
files and the researcher will not be able to search for the document he needs;

4- Failure to provide public archival services in some document centers such as
Presidential Document Center, Political Research Center, Contemporary History
Studies Institute, etc.;

5- Non-compliance of archival centers with the approvals and instructions of the
Council of Documents and Models prepared by the National Archives;

6- Unprofessional and unprofessional growth of document centers and creation of
monopoly in a part of documents, and confusion of researchers in the matter of
research;

7- Low speed of providing archival services in most archival centers and limited
provision of documents to researchers, to the extent that it takes several months
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for the documents needed for a master's thesis to reach the researcher. And

scientific activity has been interrupted for this reason;

But regarding the political and ideological challenges, the following can be

mentioned:

1- Non-liberalization and restriction of the level of access based on political
considerations and issues related to the private sphere of individuals;

2- Existence of love and hatred towards this period among the auditors of the
release of documents in document centers, and the failure to adopt a neutral
position towards the content of the documents;

3- Acceptance of normative analyzes influenced by the discourse of the Islamic
Revolution in relation to Pahlavi history and the researcher's unconscious search
in some documents and subjects, and as a result neglecting some issues, arising
from these analyses;

4- Pahlaviism especially in recent years and ignoring the documents that explain
the reality of this era;

5- Politicization and lack of attention to the non-political parts of the history of the

Pahlavi period.

Keywords: Pahlavi documents, archives, document centers, access level determination,
archiving.



)
dr
./_\; Journal of

Winter 2024 | Vol 14 | Issue. 37 4

R Iranian Islamic Period History
References
Books

Alexander, Yonah, Alan Nanz. (1999). Iran and the United States, Documentary
History of Bilateral Relations, Translated by Saeeda Lotfian and Ahmad
Sadeghi, Tehran, Qoms Publishing. [in Persian]

Gaziorowski, Mark. (1992). America's Foreign Policy and the Shah, the
Building of a Fake Government in Iran, Translated by Feridon Fatemi, Tehran,
Publishing Center. [in Persian]

Haeri, Abdul Hadi. (2002). Shiism and Constitutionalism in Iran. Tehran, Amir
Kabir. [in Persian]

Hari, Abbas. (2002). Library and Information Encyclopedia, Tehran, National
Library Publications. [in Persian]

Khomeini, Ruhollah. (1989). Imam's Sahifa, Tehran, Institute for Editing and
publishing Imam's Works. [in Persian]

Ladin, Michael, William Lewis, Hazimet. (2021). The Scandal of America's
defeat in Iran, Translated by Ahmad Samii Gilani, Tehran, Hormes Publishing .
[in Persian]

Library, Museum, Document Center of the Islamic Council. (2013). Tehran,
Publications of the Library, Museum and Document Center of the Islamic
Council. [in Persian]

Miroshnikov, Leo Ivanovich. (1979). Iran in the First World War, Translated by
Ahmad Qajar, Tehran, Farzaneh Publications. [in Persian]

Perham, Cyrus (2014). From text to Character (interview), Tehran: National
Library. [in Persian]

Qaim Maggi, Jahangir. (1972). An Introduction to the Recognition of Iran's
Historical Documents, Tehran, National Antiquities Association. [in Persian]

Articles

Turkashund, Mojtabi. (1997). Familiarity with the French Archives, Seventh
period, autumn and winter 1376, Document Treasure Magazine, 7(27-28). [in
Persian]

Interviews and Reports

Getting to know the Islamic Revolution Documentation Center (2012),
Hamshahri Online, News Code 187562, Tehran. [in Persian]

Aminzadeh, Elham (2013), In a Meeting with the Head of the National Library
and Documents Organization, IRNA, News Code 28481858, Tehran. [in
Persian]

Bagheri Pabdani, Mukhtar (2017), Introduction to the Exhibition of Family



)
dr
./_\; Journal of

B s

Iranian Islamic Period History LItz R8sl (et >

Documents, IRNA, News Code 72391, Isfahan. [in Persian]

Bagaei, Mohammad (2012). A Look at the Archive and its Function in Iran,
Ketab Mah Kaliat magazine, No. 58-59. [in Persian]

Iranshahi, Hamed (2021). Strategic Report on the Position of the National
Archives in the Seventh Development Plan, Tehran, Supreme Council of
Cultural Revolution. [in Persian]

Khodadadshahri, Nireh, and Khansari, Mohammad (2015), Introduction of
Documentary Centers of the Country, Ayane Farush Magazine, No. 162. [in
Persian]

Moradian Monfared, Ali Mohammad (2019) Interview with Ali Asghar
Rastineh, Head of Archives and Document Research Department, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs Diplomatic History and Documents Center, Great Islamic
Encyclopaedia website, Tehran. [in Persian]

Zashidian, Ali (1999), Army Documentation Center, Contemporary Military
History of Iran, in a conversation with ISNA, news code 08229-8703, Tehran.
[in Persian]

Websites

Website of the Islamic Revolution Documentation Center: https://irdc.ir. [in
Persian]

Website of the Center for Political Studies and Research:
https://psri.ir/pageabout. [in Persian]

Website of Institute of Contemporary History Studies: http://www.iichs.ir. [in
Persian]

Website of Program and Budget Organization Document Center
http://library.mporg.ir/porta. [in Persian]

Great Islamic Encyclopedia Website https://www.cgie.org.ir. [in Persian]

Set of Rules and Instructions

Civil Law, Approved in 1311. [in Persian]
Law of National Documents, Approved in 1349. [in Persian]

Guidelines for the Integration of National Library and Records Organization,
approved in 2011. [in Persian]

Guidelines for Access to Documents Approved by the National Documents
Council, Approved in 2015. [in Persian]

The Resolution of the Ordinary Administrative Council Regarding the Merger of
the National Records Organization and the National Library, Approved in 1381.
[in Persian]



