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The Impact of Social Changes on the Safavid Clothes as
Reflected in the Images (907-1135A.D)

S. Seifali !
A. Fahimifar 2

Abstract

People' clothes had particular importance in the Safavid period. This
importance came from the significant socio-political changes in the history of
Iran after Islam in the Safavid era. In this period, Iran underwent political,
religious, social, economic and artistic changes. The importance of paying
attention to the impact of these changes in this period increases by the
synchronicity of them with the spread of European presence in various scenes of
Iran. As a part of the society culture, the Safavid cloth was affected by these
developments and it could be clearly seen in the paintings of that period as a
sign of the evolution of the clothes. This study has tried to examine those
political, cultural, and social changes that affected the clothes in the Safavid
period by studying the available paintings. The study findings indicates that in
that period, economic growth and textile industry developments had direct
effects on the clothes of the society. They added considerable beauty and
elegance to the clothes. Due to the increasing relations with the Europe and
cultural exchanges, some elements of Western clothing entered the Iranian cloth
culture. The present study is descriptive-analytical and the data is collected in a
using library resources and documents.

Keywords: Social Changes, Cloth Evolution, the Safavid, Clothes, Images.
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— www.vam.ac.uk

— www.sotheby.com

- www.mfa.org

—  www.pinterest.com
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