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(Photography as a means for authenticating

and identifying offenders)
D. Rahmanian®
M. Saghafi?

Abstract

Since the arrival of the camera to Iran during the Mohammad Shah time and
especially Nasery era, photography acted as a royal profession serving Qajar
Kings. In Constitutional era, the court’s monopoly of the photography industry
was broken down and photography was introduced to the public Based on the
numerous evidence, photography began its universality and popularity two or
three decades before the Revolution; however, the Constitutional Revolution
created a great forward leap in this process.In spite of the universality of
photography in Iran, up to the early fourteenth century Hegira photography was
not implemented professionally and it was mainly used for taking memento
photos. During the first Pahlavi era, with the compulsion of attaching photos to
the offenders’ identity card, as well as passports, birth certificates, and academic
certificates, personnel portrait which was a new type in photography industry
became popular in the culture of Iranian society.

This paper attempts to survey documents and historical books in order to
find answer to the question this question that since when, the photography in
Iran was used to authenticate and identify offenders.As the findings of this study
indicate photography found popularity and universality in the late thirteenth
century during the Ahmad Shah era and the presence of Swedish officers in the
police department and Gendarmerie. In fact, its popularity continued during the
early fourteenth century and the first Pahlavi era. During the first Pahlavi era,
obtaining official and identification documents especially identity card and
military service documents became compulsory which consequently led to the
popularity of personnel portrait in Iran

Keywords: Personnel portrait, Offenders, Authentication, The police
department, Qajar, Pahlavi.
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2 - Anthropometrics = measurement of people
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— Hannavy, John (2007), Encyclopedia of nineteenth century
photography, New York, Routledge, V1.

— The national Geographic magazine, (1921), v xxxIx, No 4, April.
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Photograph from Faye Fisher



Photograph by Lt.-Col. Alfred Ileinicke
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Photograph by Lt.-Col. Alfred Heinicke
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| No. de dossier. L X
Classification
Nom
né le
- v -
»
HAIN DROITE
g |
1. Pouce  (ly! ] 2. lendex  olo 3- Medius  lay | 4. Annulaire o5 | 5. Auriculaire a |

=

Pli. ¥

L'emi\reimc est prise ainsi: La dernitre phalangs du doigtest placée au dessus de la grosse ligne marquée
,»pli. Siune empreinte est mal réassie, on en applique une nouvelle sur I'espace vide eu dessus de la premiére.
Le manque la déterioration de I'épiderme ou la détormation d'un doigt & un tel degré qu'on n'en peut pas
prendre d'empreinte, ou donne une Fmp(c'\mc qui ne peut pas servir, seront notés sous le titre de ,Remarque*¢

HAIN GADCAE

el 7. Index Lo 8. Medius oy

(

6. Pouce

9. Aannulaire s 10. Auriculaire as

MAIN GAUCHE ‘
Empreinigggles quatre doigts 4 la ois §

~ Empreinte des quatr i la fois

Dressé 4 Par

Classifié par
Controlé dar.
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