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The importance of Dargazin in the Ottoman attacks on
western Iran (907-1143 AH)

Habib Sharafi Safa’

Abstract

The Ottoman attacks on the eastern borders of the Islamic empire required
sufficient justification and persuasion of both local public opinion and other
Muslims. The Ottoman rulers claimed that, by attacking the East, they were
restoring the Islamic caliphate, countering Safavid-sponsored Shi‘ism, and
aiding their Sunni co-religionists in the region, particularly those in Iran. The
repeated presence of Ottoman troops in the predominantly Sunni city of
Dargazin supports the hypothesis that its inhabitants were allied with the
Ottomans. This hypothesis is based on the fact that Dargazin is one of the
few Sunni areas in central lran where residents continued to express
dissatisfaction with the new government installed after the fall of the Safavid
dynasty. The attacks by Ottoman Sultan Suleiman in 940 and 941 CE, the
subsequent presence of Ottoman ambassadors, and the final Ottoman
assaults on Dargazin toward the end of Safavid rule further underscore the
significance of this issue, as these actions were aimed at gaining the support
of the Sunni population. Consequently, this research aims to analyze and
examine the importance of Dargazin and its Sunni inhabitants in the attacks
and events between Iran and the Ottomans during the Safavid period. The
research follows a descriptive-analytical approach and relies on library
sources. The findings indicate that the people of this region supported the
Ottomans during limited periods, particularly in their resistance against the
Safavids. Reports from sources regarding the killing and plundering of the
Dargazin population by Ottoman troops, along with the Dargazin people’s
inclination to support the Qoyunlu and the Afghans at the end of Safavid
rule, serve as evidence of the continued lack of cooperation between the
Dargazin population and the Ottomans.
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