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Geographical identity evolution from Central Iranshahr to
Central Mecca in the geographic texts of the 3rd-5th
centuries (AH)

S. A. Foroozani*
A. Hakimipour?

Abstract

One of the most obvious manifestations of the change in Iranian's
attitude from territorial identity towards religious identity can be seen in
the course of geographic mapping of the geographic texts' authors during
the 3rd-5th centuries. Using historical methods, and based on the
theoretical principles such as "intertextual study”, as well as exploring
the role of "worldview" of the geographers in this evolutionary process,
the present research attempts to study these writings in the intended
centuries. The results of the research indicate that the concept of identity
has changed from aspect of the land in the third century (AH) to the
religious and spiritual aspects in the fourth and fifth centuries (AH).
Thus, geographers in the 3rd century (AH), emphasizing the geography
of Iranshahr (Asoristan) or the current areas of Iraq and Iran, considered
Iranshahr as the most important territory among the seven continents and
assigned the highest position of description to that region. However, with
the beginning of the fourth century (AH) and with the spread of Islam
and the growth of Islamic religious trends, as well as the rule of the
dynasties associated with the caliphate, Mecca, the land of revelation,
became more important due to its holiness. Therefore, the comparison of
the geographical texts from the 3rd to the 5th centuries indicates an
evolutionary trend of the geographic thought from "Central Iranshahr"
towards "Central Mecca ". In fact, the thought of Iranshahr in the third
century (AH), which was a kind of declining ethnic and territorial
consciousness, in the fourth and fifth centuries (AH) no longer had the
ability to survive and gave way to the Islamic attitude of "Central
Mecca".
Key words: Geographic Texts, Third to Fifth Centuries (AH), Central
Iranshahr, Central Mecca.
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