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Afzal Al-Mulk's Historiography Lived Experience in the
Two Traditional and Modern Lifeworld

Y. Khazaei'
Sh. Khazaei?

Abstract

The present paper seeks to explain Afzal al-Mulk's methodology and
attitude in the light of his lived experience in historiography. We believe
that the lived experience of a historian like him appears in a different
form in the field of historiography. The focus of his lived experience is a
course that puts him in a limbo. Since he lives at the beginning of this
change, the dominance of the modern lifeworld in which constitution is a
symbol of it, is not entirely evident. Therefore, it can be said that Afzal
al-Mulk is involved between the two traditional and modern lifeworld
and its effects are reflected in his works. Sometimes, he applies some
conflicting concepts, such as "tyranny", "constitutionalism”, "peasant"
and "nation”, and in different positions tends to one side. Because of the
breath in the modern lifeworld which is associated with the formulation
of the "public sphere,” he creates a different writing than the
historiographies of the decades before him. Thus, the fundamental
context of his writing is influenced by the paradoxical nature of the
transition period. This paradox expresses itself in some positions
defending the past thought system and in some other positions favoring
the modern system and in this way puts his readers in a duality.

Keywords: Afzal al-Mulk, Historiography, Social Changes, Lived
Experience, Lifeworld.
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- Habermas, Jirgen (1987), The theory of communicative action, vol
2, translated by Thomas maccarthy, Boston, Beacon press.



