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A critical study of the existing theories regarding the
establishment of the Safavid Sovereignty

A. Salarishadit

Abstract

How and why dynasties are established and also what their structure
and nature are like are among the most significantly discussed issues in
historical thinking and reviews. Explaining the process of the
establishment of the governments due to different influential factors and
intervowenness of various elements needs serious and thorough attention
and investigation. The reason and the process of the establishment of the
Safavid Dynasty is not an exception.

Some researchers relying on one or several factors have tried to
bestow essence or in other words to create essence for the Safavid
Rulership. Therefore, they have complicated the issue by ignoring some
facts. Hence, some different and sometimes opposing ideas have been
proposed about the how, the why and the characteristics of the Safavid
dynasty. This study tries to present a kind of classification based on these
theories. It also aims at comparing, contrasting and criticizing the
existing views while considering the existing realities in the Safavid
dynasty. The findings of this study reveal that none of the mentioned
theories accord with the historical realities leading to the establishment
of the Safavid dynasty.

Keywords: foundation of the safavid, Theories on the Establishment of
Safavids, Sufism.
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