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A review of the historical narrations about Mongol
invasions based on Ibn Khaldun’sconsistency about the
method

M. Beheshti Seresht*
M. Bakhtiyari?
S. Ansari®

Abstract

There is no doubt that “the Tatars came, killed, burned, destroyed and then
went”; but the statistics about the killed and the rate of the plunders narrated by
some historians and researchers are doubtful. In some, narrations, the killing of
several million people and the complete destruction of the cities of Khorasan
and Transoxiana have reported by the Mongols. More over these historians and
researchers have anticipated that these cities never gain their former population
again for thousands of years. Based on EbnKhaldun’s consistency method and
by reviewing the historical sources of before and after the Mongol invasion,
This article aims to examine and evaluate the accuracy of the narrations relating
to the murdering and the plunders of the Mongol invasion. In this method, the
consistency of the facts narrated by the historians with the natural, social and
other parameters will be evaluated and what is unacceptable by the real issues
and the human intellect will be introduced as false reports, exaggerated and
unacceptable narrations. The results of this survey show that the Mongols

massacredthe people and looted in a great measure only in some cities of
Khorasan and Transoxiana which resisted and did not subordinate themselves or
killed a member of a family of Genghis. More over, these crimes were not close
to the extent that some historians have reported and argued. In most
subordinated cities, the massacres and the pillages were not widespread and the
cities maintained their previous system and state. Therefore, Khorasan,
Transoxiana and other areas of Iran were not completely destroyed and the rate
of the killed people and the plunders were much lower than the numbers
mentioned by some historians and scholars.

Keywords: the Mongols, The Kharazmshahs, The Ghaznavids, Abnkhaldun,
The consistency method.
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