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The Representation of the National Consultative
Assembly (Majlis) in the Hikmat and Chehrehnama
Newspapers from the Constitutional Revolution's Victory
to the End of the Minor Despotism (1324-1327 AH)

Mohammad Ali Ranjbar’| Parisa Bordbar?

Abstract

The National Consultative Assembly (Majlis) was the practical manifestation of
the Iranian understanding of the modern institution of parliament. The press of
the Qajar era provides valuable sources for tracing not only the intellectuals’
understanding of this institution but also the views of other segments of educated
Iranian society. The opening of the National Assembly marked the beginning of
the Constitutional Era, while its closure marked the onset of the period of the
Minor Tyranny (Estebdad-e Saghir). Despite its dissolution, however, the
Assembly continued to receive the support of constitutionalists until the end of
the Minor Tyranny. This study examines Hekmat and Chehreh-Nama, the only
Iranian newspapers published in Arab countries during this period, to
investigate how their editors, readers, and correspondents understood the
Majlis. Employing historical research methods and organizing the collected
data through a descriptive-analytical approach, the study arrives at the
following findings: Both publications regarded the Majlis as a consequence of
limiting the monarch’s political power and enabling popular political
participation, and invoked the concept of consultation (shura) to legitimize and
promote its acceptance. However, in discussing the powers of the Majlis, they
went beyond the general principle of consultation, addressing its independent
role in legislation, oversight of law enforcement, and supervision of the
government’s financial affairs. Furthermore, during the period of the Minor
Tyranny, both publications strongly defended the people’s right to participate in
the legislative authority of the Majlis.
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Legislative Power, National Consultative Assembly.
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