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A Discourse Analysis of Democracy in the Proceedings of
the 21st to 24th Terms of the Iranian National
Consultative Assembly (1963-1979): A Laclau and Mouffe
Approach

Masoumeh Pajhouheshnia’| Morteza Nouraei?| Masoud Kasiri®

Abstract

The period 1963-1979 witnessed discursive antagonisms between democratic
and authoritarian discourses in the parliamentary arena. The present study
examines the hegemonic dynamics of democratic discourse in the proceedings of
the 21st to 24th terms of the National Consultative Assembly. Its main objective
is to investigate discursive antagonisms and the ways in which democracy was
articulated in parliamentary proceedings. The study addresses three research
questions: 1. How was the concept of democracy articulated in these
proceedings? 2. What forms did discursive antagonisms take? 3. How did
representatives use democratic discourse to resist the regime’s hegemony ? The
methodology is based on Laclau and Mouffe’s discourse analysis theory and
involves two stages of sampling: random and purposive sampling. The primary
source of data was the CD containing the Proceedings of the National
Consultative Assembly. The findings show that representatives articulated the
concept of democracy, in order of frequency, around three main axes:
“oversight/accountability/transparency,” “national sovereignty/ equality/ freed-
om,” and “the constitution/ parliamentary authority.” Moreover, democratic
discourse followed an oscillatory pattern, declining from the 21st to the 23rd
terms before experiencing a relative revival in the 24th term. This pattern
reflects the expansion of the regime’s authoritarianism after 1963 and its retreat
after 1978, partly as a result of international pressures. This study demonstrates
that parliamentary proceedings, even under conditions of regime hegemony and
despite existing limitations, provided an arena for the representation of
democratic discourse.
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