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Gender Order and Marginal Position of Women in Travelogues of
the Qajar Period

Abstract

Foreign travelogues of the Qajar period reflect a kind of gender order
that is in connection, conformity and harmony with the traditional
discourse of the society. In this gender order, under the influence of
components such as the social, economic and cultural conditions of the
society, the position of women is a marginal and subordinate position
that, under the domination of the patriarchal society, has lost the ability
to act widely in the community and has surrendered to a kind of brief life
in the form of behavioral patterns of this society. This research attempts
to reflect on the gender order and the discursive position of women in
the Qajar period from the perspective of the narratives of foreign
travelogues. In fact, this is a relatively new research method that will
open up women's lives in Iran during the Qajar era based on the reports
of travelogue writers, and this point strengthens the innovative aspect of
this research. This research, relying on the method of historical narrative
analysis and using a descriptive-analytical approach, seeks to answer the
main question: How did the gender position of Iranian women affect
women's lives and place them within specific frameworks of social
activism? The findings of this research indicate that foreign travelogues
of the Qajar period provide a description of the position of women that
shows a specific gender order in which the position of women was
influenced by power relations, established social and cultural values and



norms, and of course, the dominance of the male element in everyday
relationships.

Keywords: Qajar Dynasty, women, travelogues, gender order, marginal
position






