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The Effects of the Introduction of New Technologies to
Iran in the Qajar Era (1848-1925)

Hamidreza Aryanfar!

Abstract

The arrival of new technologies, including photography, in Iran during the
Qajar period brought about profound changes in various social and cultural
fields. Photography first entered Iran during the reign of Mohammad Shah,
and its expansion began during the Naseri period with the emergence of
male photographers. Over time, with increasing interest from women,
female photographers arrived, and women's photography shops were
established. During this period, Iranian society underwent significant
cultural and artistic transformations in line with global developments, which
also led to a shift in attitudes toward the role and status of women in the
social and cultural structure. This article analyzes the social and cultural
contexts surrounding the presence of female photographers and women's
growing interest in photography during the Naseri period until the discovery
of the hijab. The main research question is: How were these socio-cultural
changes established, and what were their results? The purpose of this article
is to identify the factors influencing women's entry into social activities, with
a particular focus on women photographers and the photography of women.
The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, relying on historical
sources and authentic research and documents from the Qajar period, as
well as the world standard view of Matila et al. to segment the audience for
these new phenomena. The research findings show that with the introduction
of the photographic camera, noble women were the first to become
interested in photography. Over time, by the end of the Qajar period,
opportunities for participation in photography were gradually extended to
women from other social groups.

Keywords: Qajar, New Technologies, Naser Al-Din Shah, Photography
Industry, Women Photographers.
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Identification and Localization of the Ilkhani Wintering
Grounds of “Siyahkuh” and the Jaghato River Basin

Saleh Aminpour'| Omid Bahraminia®

Abstract

Siyakoh is a region along the shores of the Jaghato River, mentioned in
historical sources from the Seljuk period to the Qajar era. Its most
significant period was during the rule of the Mongol patriarchs. As one
of the wintering grounds of the Ilkhanid period, Siyakoh holds great
potential for historical study. Due to its strategic geographical location-
situated along key routes connecting various cities, districts, and states-
and its fertile climate, this region attracted the attention of ruling
governments throughout history. Siyakoh possessed the essential
characteristics of a Qashlaqg (seasonal settlement), making it particularly
appealing to the Mongol patriarchs, who were accustomed to such
nomadic traditions. Despite its historical significance, no prior research
has been conducted specifically on Siyakoh, making this study the first
independent investigation of the region. This article aims to identify the
geographical and historical location of Siyakoh and determine its
present-day counterpart. Using historical research methods, field
surveys, and an analysis of historical and geographical documents, this
study seeks to provide new insights into one of the temporary settlements
of central and local governments and its role in interstate trade routes.
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Examining the Poverty Alleviation Policies of the First
Pahlavi Government Based on the Developmental State
Theory (Case Study: Isfahan)

Mohammad Bakhtiari'| Matin Sadat Eslahi’

Abstract

Poverty, both a cause and effect of underdevelopment, was one of the main
characteristics of the Qajar period, worsening with the occupation of the
country during World War I. In such circumstances, society sought a leader
who could establish unity, security, and development while addressing the
underlying causes of backwardness. In response to these conditions, Reza
Shah came to power and initiated modernization efforts. As part of these
efforts, he implemented programs aimed at poverty alleviation, recognizing
poverty as both a symptom and a contributing factor to underdevelopment.
The objective of this study is to examine the poverty alleviation policies of
the First Pahlavi government through the lens of the developmental state
theory, with a particular focus on Isfahan. This research employs a
descriptive-analytical approach, relying on archival documents and local
publications. The findings indicate that, in pursuit of national development
and modernization, the First Pahlavi government undertook several
measures to combat poverty. These included providing shelter for the
homeless, distributing financial aid, offering free meals, supplying clothing,
and expanding access to free education and healthcare services. While these
measures had some impact on reducing educational, health, and welfare-
related poverty, the absence of a genuine commitment to social justice
within the ruling system, coupled with the fall of the government following
the re-occupation of the country during World War 1, resulted in the
continued prevalence of poverty.
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The Foundations and Necessities of Parliamentarism in
the Parvaresh Newspaper, Published in Cairo

Gholamali Pashazadeh?| Fatemeh Orouji?| Rasoul Pourzamani®

Abstract

The concept of parliament, a subject of interest in pre-constitutional lIran,
was discussed from various perspectives in Parvaresh, a newspaper
published in Cairo. While describing Western parliaments, the newspaper
linked the concept to the Islamic principle of consultation, viewing the
establishment of a parliament in Iran as not only compatible with Islam but
also as a means to strengthen the monarchy and counter colonialism. In this
context, Parvaresh sought to align parliament, an institution emerging from
Western constitutional systems, with Islamic principles and the Qajar
monarchy. The present study aims to investigate how parliamentarism could
be adapted to Islamic principles and societal traditions in Iran, addressing
this issue through an explanatory method and using content analysis
techniques. The research seeks to answer the following question: How did
the newspaper adapt the principles of parliament to Islam and the traditions
of Iranian society, and why did it consider this adaptation beneficial for Iran
at the time? The results of the research indicate that Parvaresh, skeptical of
wholesale adoption of Western principles and Western parliamentarism,
aimed to affirm the parliamentary system while reducing its modern aspects
to align with Islamic principles and Iranian societal traditions. This
approach led the newspaper to focus primarily on describing the external
characteristics of Western parliaments, along with their functions and
benefits for society and the monarchy, while considering their establishment
essential for strengthening the monarchy and countering colonialism.
Keywords: Parliament, parliamentarism, Islam, Parvaresh, Mirza Ali
Mohammad Khan Kashani.
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The Effect of Robert Imbrie Murder on American and
British Oil Policies in Iran
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Abstract

The murder of Imbrie, the US consul in Iran in 1924, occurred shortly
before the change of monarchy in Iran. The final years of the Qajar era were
marked by significant entanglements in Iran’s domestic and foreign policies.
Issues such as oil, the consolidation of British political and economic power
in Iran, the marginalization of American oil companies by Britain, the rise
of republicanism in Iran, the expansion of government repression against
the press and freedom of expression, and many other related and underlying
issues were directly and indirectly linked to this incident. Imbrie’s death was
exploited by some religious fanatics as an excuse for the British to send a
message to their new competitors in the Middle Eastern oil economy,
signaling that Iran’s oil resources were firmly within their control. The
central question is this: What impact did the Sagaghane incident and
Imbrie’s murder have on Iran’s internal developments and its oil contracts
with Britain? Archival documents, memoirs, and historical reports indicate
that Imbrie’s efforts to bring American oil companies closer to the Iranian
government, in order to secure oil concessions, provided the British with an
excuse to eliminate him. From a domestic perspective, the Sagaghane
incident and Imbrie’s death were seized upon by Reza Khan as an
opportunity to suppress political activists. By establishing a military
government in response to Imbrie’s murder, Reza Khan began to implement
policies that would lay the foundation for his monarchy. This study uses a
descriptive-explanatory method and aims to provide a comprehensive
answer to the research question by drawing on library and archival sources.
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The Role of Ibrahim Sheikh Shah Shirvani in the
Relations between Ismail | Safavid and Selim I Ottoman
(Based on Majmua-e Munshia'at Al-Salatin)

Ali Salari Shadi'| Mohsen Momeni?| Sina Hosseinpour Asl®

Abstract

Coinciding with the activities of the Qizilbash tribes in the early years of
the Safavid government’s establishment, Prince Salim ruled a province
near Safavid territories. From that time onward, he was determined to
confront the Qizilbash, and after ascending to the throne, he launched a
campaign to overthrow the Safavid rule entirely. Although the Ottoman
victory at the Battle of Chaldiran had a significant impact on the
fledgling Safavid state, several problems and obstacles prevented Sultan
Salim I from fully toppling the Safavids. Years later, Sultan Salim sought
another attack to complete his mission of overthrowing the Safavids. To
this end, he corresponded with local rulers under the Safavids in hopes
of gaining their assistance in the upcoming war. Among these letters,
which are reflected in Majmua-e Munshia'at Al-Salatin, the
correspondence between Sultan Salim and the ruler of Shirvan is
particularly significant. The main question of this study is: What was the
purpose of Sultan Salim's pursuit of friendship with the Shirvan Shahs?
This article aims to analyze the diplomatic role of Ibrahim Sheikh Shah
Shervani in shaping the relations between the Safavids and the Ottomans
through a descriptive-analytical approach, and to uncover the reasons
for his actions.

Keywords: Safavid, Ottoman, Chaldiran, Shirvan, Shirvanshah.
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Investigating the Impact of the Persian Gulf Pearl Trade on
the Establishment of Permanent Maritime Peace between
Arab Sheikhs and Britain During the Qajar Period

Ziba Ghafouri'| Hamid Hajianpour?

Abstract

Before the discovery of oil, the pearl trade was the most profitable
commercial enterprise in the Persian Gulf. During the Qajar era, Britain
held a significant share in this trade and sought to secure the region to
facilitate its economic interests. To achieve this, Britain intervened in Arab
tribal conflicts and piracy, compelling local rulers to adopt peaceful
measures through a series of agreements. This study aims to answer a
fundamental question using a historical and descriptive-analytical approach
based on library and documentary sources: What impact did the pearl trade
have on Britain's efforts to establish permanent peace in the Persian Gulf?
The research findings indicate that unrest, tribal conflicts, and piracy
disrupted the pearl trade, prompting Britain—an economic beneficiary of
the industry—to take strategic measures to ensure stability. Initially, Britain
enforced truces only during the pearl fishing and trading seasons, using a
combination of diplomatic pressure and agreements with Arab sheikhs. Over
time, these temporary measures evolved into a permanent peace agreement,
effectively ending regional conflicts. The Arab sheikhs, who also profited
significantly from the pearl trade, ultimately accepted this agreement. The
primary conclusion of this study is that the pearl trade played a direct role
in the establishment of a permanent peace agreement between Britain and
the Arab sheikhs. This, in turn, solidified British dominance over the Persian
Gulf and contributed to the emergence of the sheikhdoms along its southern
coast.

Keywords: Britain, Pearl Trade, Persian Gulf, Arab Sheikhs, Maritime
Peace, Qajar.
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