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An Analysis of the Economic Activities of the Kouzeh-Kanani
Trading House and Its Challenges in Mashhad during the
Pahlavi Era: From Exports to Industrial Production
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Abstract

Haj Kazem Kouzeh-Kanani (died 1937) was one of the wealthiest and most
influential merchants of Mashhad during the early Pahlavi era. After the
1917 Russian Revolution, he migrated from Bukhara to Mashhad. he
successfully established a thriving trading house in Mashhad. This research
investigates the following questions: What were the primary business
activities of the Kouzeh-Kanani trading house? What strategies did they
employ to ensure their business's economic success and growth? And what
were the major challenges and obstacles they faced during their operations?
This study uses a descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing historical
research methods and relying on primary and secondary sour. Kouzeh-
Kanani sought to diversify his business interests by acquiring exclusive
rights in various industries, including oil extraction, cotton spinning, carpet
weaving, sulfur production, and dam construction. He also ventured into
livestock breeding, importing Karakul sheep for leather production. Kouzeh-
Kanani's ventures across various industries were often hindered by complex
administrative regulations, corruption, and undue government influence. the
Kouzeh-Kanani trading house significantly contributed to the local
economy, pioneering the production of chocolate, cigarettes, and Karakul
leather. However, following the untimely deaths of his sons, the business
shifted its focus from manufacturing to exports.
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