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A Study and Analysis of the Animal Hunting Etiquette and
Ethics in the Safavid Era

Sh. Shahidani?
M. Sadat Eslahi?
M. Sadat Eslahi®

Abstract

Animal hunting in the Safavid era, due to the extreme interest of the
kings of this dynasty, became very important. The hunting customs,
organizations and rituals, positions and tools as well as the hunting days
were reflected in the taste and works of art and also in the jurisprudential
and religious rulings. This created a kind of culture, ethics and hunting
etiquette. The present article uses a descriptive-analytical historical
method to study the first-hand historical sources, travelogues and
manuscripts. With reference to the theories in the field of environmental
ethics and hunting, this study examines the hunting biological and
human consequences in the course of the Safavid history. It addresses
the questions of what was the motivation and process of hunting in the
Safavid era and to what extent it endangered the environment and animal
species of Iran. The findings of this study show that the Safavid kings
considered hunting as a source of food, learning martial arts, recreation,
entertainment and feasting, recognizing and legitimizing and convincing
a sense of pride and ambition. But with an ethical human-centered
approach in hunting and the environment, and by taking the example of
the Safavid rulers and neglecting moderation in hunting and the
continuation and transfer of this heritage to the later periods, they created
devastating consequences that resulted in the human casualties and the
environmental damages to some animal species.

Keywords: Environmental Ethics, Animals, Hunting, Hunting Ground,
Safavid.
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